Aquaculture Feed Assistance Bill in Congress

Senator Lincoln (Arkansas) was successful in getting $25 million for U.S. Aquaculture in the American Workers, State & Business Relief Act (H.R. 4213. The bill is now back in the House Agriculture Committee.  If the bill passes and is signed by the President we would have another feed assistance program very similar to the 2008 Aquaculture Grant Program.

This bill has encountered resistance and your help is needed.  

Please contact your Wisconsin Federal Representative and tell them you support the Bill  H. R. 4213 Sec 245- which will provide relief from the high costs of feed.
 Representative Steve Kagen is on the House Committee for Agriculture – where the bill is now located.
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Representative Steve Kagen (D - 08)
H.R. 4213: American Workers, State, and Business Relief Act of 2010 
SEC. 245. EMERGENCY DISASTER ASSISTANCE.
(a) Definitions- Except as otherwise provided in this section, in this section:
(1) DISASTER COUNTY- 
(A) IN GENERAL- The term ‘disaster county’ means a county included in the geographic area covered by a qualifying natural disaster declaration for the 2009 crop year.
(B) EXCLUSION- The term ‘disaster county’ does not include a contiguous county.
(2) ELIGIBLE AQUACULTURE PRODUCER- The term ‘eligible aquaculture producer’ means an aquaculture producer that during the 2009 calendar year, as determined by the Secretary--
(A) produced an aquaculture species for which feed costs represented a substantial percentage of the input costs of the aquaculture operation; and
(B) experienced a substantial price increase of feed costs above the previous 5-year average.
(3) ELIGIBLE PRODUCER- The term ‘eligible producer’ means an agricultural producer in a disaster county.
(4) ELIGIBLE SPECIALTY CROP PRODUCER- The term ‘eligible specialty crop producer’ means an agricultural producer that, for the 2009 crop year, as determined by the Secretary--
(A) produced, or was prevented from planting, a specialty crop; and
(B) experienced crop losses in a disaster county due to drought, excessive rainfall, or a related condition.
(5) QUALIFYING NATURAL DISASTER DECLARATION- The term ‘qualifying natural disaster declaration’ means a natural disaster declared by the Secretary for production losses under section 321(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1961(a)).
(6) SECRETARY- The term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of Agriculture.
(7) SPECIALTY CROP- The term ‘specialty crop’ has the meaning given the term in section 3 of the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-465; 7 U.S.C. 1621 note).
