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TO:  Persons Interested in Obtaining Live Sucker Eggs from Wisconsin Waters in 2008


If you have collected live fish or fish eggs from Wisconsin waters of the state for personal or commercial use in the past, please be advised that there are new regulations governing those activities for 2008.  New regulations no longer allow any live fish or fish eggs collected from any water of the state to be transported away from that water without a permit from the Department of Natural Resources.  For 2008, there are only two situations in which live fish or fish eggs may be collected and transported:


1.  Wisconsin bait dealers may collect minnows (as defined in Chapter 29.001, Wisconsin Statutes) from some waters after receiving and complying with the provisions of a Wild Bait Harvest Permit.  This option is available only for minnows that will be sold or used as fishing bait.  For more information on this option please visit our web page at:  http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/vhs/vhs_wildbait.html.  


2.  Persons may collect suckers or fertilized sucker eggs for use as fishing bait, forage, or stocking in other waters under the terms of an approved Cooperative Agreement with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  This letter describes the Cooperative Agreement process.

Please be aware that if you are collecting and transporting live fish or fish eggs from waters of the state in Wisconsin and you do not have an approved and valid Wild Bait Harvest Permit or 2008 Cooperative Agreement then you are very likely in violation of Wisconsin state laws.

Cooperative Agreements for 2008:

During 2008, we will be using a standard cooperative agreement to allow access to white and longnose suckers runs for the purpose of collecting fertilized eggs in the waters of Wisconsin.  No agreements will be allowed for any waters affected by Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (a listing of closed waters can be found at:  http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/vhs/)

Sucker egg collections will not be allowed on all waters, and the Department may limit the harvest of eggs on waters that are open.  If there are limits, agreements will be issued in the order that they are received.

For 2008 only, this agreement will not require cooperators to return to the State a portion of the sucker egg take as has been required in past years.  It has been determined that the State does not need the forage that these eggs would have produced in 2008 due to reduced needs at Wild Rose State Fish Hatchery during the renovation and reduced production at other facilities.  It is very likely that this may change in future years if this cooperative agreement program is extended.

Cooperators are required, however, to provide detailed information on the collections being made.  The agreement requires reporting of daily take (quarts), water body name, and location (Town, Range, Section, Quarter, Quarter, or GPS coordinates) to the contract administrator at the end of the agreement.

The Agreement also requires the disinfection of eggs before they are taken to the hatchery for incubation.  See Section 18 for details of egg disinfection.  Questions about this provision can be directed to Susan Marcquenski at 608-266-2871 or Dave Giehtbrock at 608-266-8229.

How to apply for a Cooperative Agreement in 2008:

Persons interested in developing these cooperative agreements should contact the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources fisheries biologist for the county in which you want to collect eggs.  If you are planning to collect eggs in several counties, it is your responsibility to contact the fisheries biologist in each county.  Spring is a busy time for Department fisheries biologists, so please contact the biologists as far in advance as possible.  A listing of fisheries biologists by county can be found at:  http://dnr.wi.gov/fish/people/fisheriesbiologists.html.

The fisheries biologist can tell you which waters are available for sucker egg collections, the number of quarts of eggs that can be removed from each, and whether any are still available for harvest.  If you decide to develop an agreement, the fisheries biologist will obtain the necessary information from you and provide a copy of the agreement for your signature.  The agreement will also specify the allowable gear so a Non-standard Gear Permit will not be necessary.  You must sign the permit and return a copy to the fisheries biologist before it is valid.    

Once you have a fully signed copy of the agreement, you will be authorized to begin collecting sucker eggs.  You must comply with all provisions of the permit including notification of the Department before beginning collections, disinfecting eggs prior to transporting, and final reporting of all eggs collected.  You should also carry a copy of the agreement when you are collecting or transporting fish or eggs taken under this agreement.

A blank copy of the agreement is attached for your reference.

Questions concerning these agreements should be directed to your local fisheries biologist.

Thanks for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
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Michael Staggs, Director

Bureau of Fisheries Management
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