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VHS Found in Koi, Rainbow Trout and Gizzard Shad


Karen Eggert, Public Affairs Officer for U.S.D.A. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has acknowledged the July 23 findings of the New York Department of Conservation, Albany Region 9 office:  "Based on recent test results, carp and lake trout are among a few new species, including the Little Salmon River rainbow trout, found in New York to be susceptible to VHS. A single dead carp collected during a gizzard shad fish kill from Dunkirk Harbor, Lake Erie, in April, 2007, tested positive."   The full release is below.

Eggert confirmed tests are being conducted on samples at the USDA's National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL)  in Ames, Iowa. The New York DEC news release came about as a result of the findings of research conducted by Paul Bowser, Cornell professor of aquatic animal medicine in the College of Veterinary Medicine. 

Where VHS is confirmed in additional species such as Cyprinus carpio (koi/carp) Eggert acknowledged they would likely be added to the VHS Federal Order list of effected species and face other possible regulations. Eggert expected NVSL tests to be complete within the next few weeks. 
 

