USDA APHIS VHS Interim Rule

The USDA APHIS VHS Interim Rule was published in the Federal Register on Tuesday, September 9, 2008 and will go into effect on November 10, 2008. Attached are the Interim Rule and a Questions and Answers: Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia Interim Rule Factsheet. There are a number of changes from the current Federal Order that will go into effect on November 10th.  Please read the Interim Rule carefully - some of the points to consider:

· Water Source – definition of secure water source

· VHS – regulated fish species from VHS – regulated areas

· Interstate Certificate of Inspection (ICI)

· Live fish inspection by accredited veterinarian, or a State, Tribal, or Federal competent authority for aquatic animal health within 72 hours prior to shipment

· Testing Procedures 

· Secure Water Source:

· 95% confidence level of detecting a 2% prevalence of infection in the facility.

· After two years of negative history 95% confidence level at 5% prevalence, twice per year testing – 3 months between testing.

· After four years of negative history 95% confidence level at 10% prevalence, twice per year testing – 3 months between testing.

· Non-Secure Water Source:

· Test results on fish held in waters not secured valid for 30 days 

· Disinfection of Containers 

Comments on the Interim Rule are due on or before November 10, 2008. You can send your comments by:

1. Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to http://www.regulations.gov/fdmspublic/component/main?main=DocketDetail&d=APHIS-2007-0038 

2. Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: Send two copies of your comment to Docket No. APHIS-2007-0038, Regulatory Analysis and Development, PPD, APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 4700 River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD 20737-1238. Please state that your comment refers to Docket No. APHIS-2007-0038. 

