[image: image1.png]State of Wisconsin
Jim Doyle, Governor

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Rod Nilsestuen, Secretary





Bruce Hoesly

Legislative Reference Bureau

October 1, 2008

Page 2

DATE:
October 1, 2008

TO:

Bruce Hoesly, Legislative Reference Bureau



1 East Main Street, Suite 200

FROM:
Rodney J. Nilsestuen, Secretary

SUBJECT:
Animal Health and Disease Control; Final Draft Rule for Publication (Clearinghouse Rule No.07-107)

The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) hereby submits the following rule for publication:

CLEARINGHOUSE RULE #:
07-107

SUBJECT:



Animal Health and Disease Control

ADM. CODE REFERENCE:
ATCP 10, 12 and 17

   
DATCP DOCKET #:

07-R-01

We are enclosing a copy of the final draft rule, as adopted by DATCP.  We are also providing the following information for publication with the rule, as required by s. 227.114(6), Stats.

Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (Summary)

Aquaculture

Effect on Private Fish Farm Operators

DATCP estimates that VHS testing requirements under this rule will affect 30-40 private fish farms, not counting DNR “cooperator” fish farms registered by DNR (see state fiscal impact above).  The combined total cost to all affected private fish farm operators will be approximately $20,000 per year.  However, some of those affected fish farmers are already performing VHS tests in order to meet federal requirements for shipping fish in interstate commerce, so the net impact of this rule may be less than $20,000.  Fish farm costs may increase if USDA finds that additional fish species are susceptible to VHS (the amount of the increase will depend on which fish species are found to be susceptible). 

Effect on Bait Dealers

The VHS testing requirements under this rule will have an immediate impact on approximately 25 Wisconsin bait dealers who are currently harvesting emerald shiners from the wild (emerald shiners are the only bait species known to be susceptible to VHS at this time).  VHS testing costs may deter wild harvesting of emerald shiners for sale as bait, but affected bait dealers may still harvest and sell other types of bait (emerald shiners comprise only about 10% of the bait market).    

Bait dealers that are not currently harvesting emerald shiners will not be substantially affected by this rule unless USDA finds that additional bait species are susceptible to VHS.  If USDA finds that other major bait species are susceptible, this rule could have a more dramatic impact on bait dealers.  The impact will depend on the species that are affected.  

Farm-Raised Deer Keepers

This rule will help control chronic wasting disease and other diseases, for the benefit of the entire farm-raised deer industry, and will make state rules consistent with federal rules.  This rule will have minimal impact on most individual operators, and will reduce costs and facilitate deer farm operations in many cases.  Some operators may have slight increased costs for fencing, record keeping or animal identification, but fencing costs may be reimbursed by USDA.

Cattle and Goat Producers
This rule allows dairy herd improvement technicians and certified veterinarian technicians to collect milk samples that are used as Johne’s disease test samples.  That will make it easier, and less costly, for many dairy farmers to participate in the Johne’s disease herd testing and management program. 
This rule clarifies and strengthens some cattle import restrictions, for the protection of Wisconsin’s livestock industry.  Import rules will not have significant adverse effects on the livestock industry.  

Poultry Producers

This rule will have no adverse effects on poultry producers.  It will give poultry importers and exhibitors more flexible movement options, without weakening disease protection.  

Animal Markets, Dealers and Truckers

This rule will simplify licensing of animal market operators, dealers and truckers, by eliminating current knowledge testing requirements.  This rule will require some animal market operators, dealers and truckers to make minor changes in recordkeeping and operating procedures.  Recordkeeping changes will improve disease control and traceback capability, for the benefit of the entire livestock industry.  This rule will not have any significant adverse effect on animal market operators, dealers or truckers. 

Persons Keeping Livestock; Premises Registration

Under current law, a person who keeps livestock at a location in this state is required to register that location with DATCP.  This rule does not expand or modify current registration requirements, except that this rule will make it easier and more convenient to register.  Among other things, this rule will extend the registration renewal period from one year to 3 years.  This rule will not increase costs or compliance requirements for livestock operators.  
Other Affected Businesses

This rule will not have any significant adverse impact on other affected businesses.  This rule will clarify current rules, and improve disease control, for the benefit of the entire livestock industry.

Small Business Accommodation

DATCP has not exempted small businesses from this rule, because the risk of disease spread is unrelated to business size.
Comments from Legislative Committees (Summary)

On August 13, 2008 DATCP transmitted the above rule for legislative review.  The rule was assigned to the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Higher Education and to the Assembly Committee on Agriculture.  The legislative review period expired on September 25, 2008.

No hearings were held and the neither committee requested any changes to the rule.
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