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The Wisconsin Aquaculture Association (WAA) is an industry led and producer centered organization that promotes, educates and advocates for economic viability and environmental sustainability of commercial aquaculture.  As such, I would like to express our opinion of the importance of the Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility (NADF) and its extension outreach program to the Wisconsin Aquaculture Industry. NADF is part of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and in its short history has conducted research projects requested by the industry, provided hands on demonstration to farmers, and provides statewide outreach through workshops and direct assistance to farmers with onsite visits.

WAA recognizes the difficult economic situation our state and country faces and realizes governments are faced with tough choices. We believe that continuing the NADF budget at its current level, which is part of the gaming pact funds, and full support of the federal extension appropriation through USDA CSREES will prevent a downturn in the Wisconsin Aquaculture industry – therefore participating in stabilizing and stimulating the economy. 

The Wisconsin Aquaculture industry has faced tough challenges in recent years due to the spread of Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS), changing regulations, foreign competition and enormous increases in feed and transportation costs. Without the support of NADF and its outreach program, the Wisconsin aquaculture industry would be in a significant decline and the outcome bleak. 

NADF has conducted research projects aimed at helping to grow the industry, including feed trials with brook and rainbow trout, yellow perch growth rates, investigating new species of bait fish such as lake herring and spotfin shiner, and it continues to raise species like walleye to demonstrate culture methods. We then use this information to help increase production, cut costs and stay competitive. 

In the past two years, the outreach program has provided direct technical assistance to over 450 new and established Wisconsin fish farmers, conducted 15 workshops attracting over 500 attendees, assisted with understanding of new or proposed rules, and is working with over 70 Wisconsin schools that teach aquaculture so students understand the importance of aquaculture to the state. The extension outreach program has been a valuable partner in reestablishing our annual conference, which brings students, farmers, researchers and agency staff together to tackle issues and share ideas.

We recommend that you continue to support NADF’s budget and the outreach programs.  By doing so, our industry can remain viable and produce local, sustainable and safe fish.  Wisconsin Aquaculture provides a product that’s safe for consumers, and produces fish for recreation and bait for Wisconsin’s $ 3.2 billion sport fishery while providing jobs and income to rural Wisconsinites.  

Sincerely,

Jeff Taylor
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President WAA
Wisconsin Aquaculture Association


  P.O. Box 1408


Bayfield, WI  54814














