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April 19, 2011

Dear

The Wisconsin Aquaculture Association (WAA) is the voice of the Wisconsin aquaculture industry, 100% industry led and producer centered to promote, educate and advocate for the economic viability and environmental sustainability of fish farming in Wisconsin. Wisconsin has a proud private aquaculture history dating back 150 years and WAA works with all government agencies to assure our members are informed concerning regulatory issues and WAA advocates for legislation that is science based and serves the best interest of our members. 

Beginning May 1, the Federal explosives laws in 18 U.S.C. Chapter 40, and the corresponding regulations in 27 CFR, Part 555 make it unlawful for any person who does not hold a Federal license or permit to transport, ship, cause to be transported, or receive any explosive materials.  This includes the need for a permit for the use of explosive pest control devices used in some cases to help protect aquacultural crops from bird depredation.  

Many of the fish farmers in Wisconsin need to protect their crops from predatory damage caused by birds, either by non lethal methods which includes the devices called “Bird Bangers” which are pest-control devices, scaring the predators, using explosive materials equivalent to the same amount of gunpowder as a shotgun shell, or resort to federal lethal depredation permits. WAA feels our members should not be required to have a Federal explosives license to posses these pest control devices.

We recommend support of Senators Cochran, Pryor and Wicker’s amendment (N0. 24) to the FAA Reauthorization Bill (S. 223), which would allow ATF to exempt end-uses of explosive pest-control devices from the licensing requirement in the Safe Explosives Act of 2020. Without passage of this amendment our fish farmers will go through unneeded license requirements including loss of time and resources. 

We appreciate your time and hopefully your support of Amendment number 24 in the FAA Reauthorization Bill. 

Sincerely,

Jeff Taylor
Jeff Taylor, President WAA
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