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 Fish Disease Discovered in Budd Lake, Clare County
 
 Department of Natural Resources (DNR) officials today confirmed the 
 presence of Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS) in an inland lake in
Michigan.
 
 Budd Lake, a 175-acre lake in central Clare County, experienced a 
 very large die-off of fish beginning April 30 that included black 
 crappie, bluegill and muskellunge. DNR biologists responded quickly 
 to the lake to determine the cause of the die-off. Potential natural 
 and human-induced causes for the die-off were evaluated.
 
 Fish collected from Budd Lake were taken to Michigan State 
 University for testing. Because of the nature of the testing process 
 for VHS, several weeks are required to obtain results. The DNR 
 learned this week that the fish from Budd Lake were positive for 
 VHS. Although the exact cause of the fish die-off is yet to be 
 determined, this is the first time that the virus has been found in 
 inland waters in Michigan.
 
 "We are disappointed that the disease has spread to Budd Lake, and 
 clearly we are very concerned about protecting our inland waters 
from further spread of this virus," said DNR Fisheries Division 
 Chief Kelley Smith.
 
 Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia is known to cause large-scale 
 mortalities in fish populations over short periods of time. Infected 
 fish may exhibit hemorrhaging in the skin including large red 
 patches, small pin-point spots of minor external hemorrhaging or no 
 external signs at all. Sick fish often will appear listless, swim in 
 circles or hang just below the surface.
 
 VHS likely was introduced into the Great Lakes around 2002 via ships 
 that entered the Great Lakes and discharged ballast water that 
 contained the virus. The virus is now known to be distributed in 
 Michigan's waters of the Great Lakes from northern Lake Huron to Lake Erie.
 
 Widespread mortalities in muskellunge and gizzard shad in Michigan 
 waters of Lake St. Clair were observed in 2006 along with 
 significant mortalities of yellow perch, white bass, freshwater drum 
 and round gobies in lakes Erie and Ontario.
 
 Internationally, VHS is a fish disease of concern and is a required 
 reportable disease to the International Organization of Animal 
 Health. In October 2006, the United States Department of 
 Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service imposed 
 interstate and international restrictions on the movement of fish to 
 prevent the spread of VHS in the U.S.
 
 As a result of this finding in Budd Lake, the DNR is modifying 
 regulations proposed in the Fish Disease Control Order that was 
 presented for information to the Natural Resources Commission May 10.
 
 The Fish Disease Control Order identifies restrictions on the use of 
 baitfish and fish eggs for different disease management areas. These 
 regulations are necessary to protect the aquatic resources of the 
 state, minimize the spread of disease to uninfected waters and 
 protect the DNR's hatchery system.
 
 "It is unfortunate that we have to take the steps required under the 
 order, but those steps are similar to what other Great Lakes States 
 and the Province of Ontario are enacting in an attempt to slow the 
 spread of VHS in the Great Lakes Basin," Smith said. "The order, 
 however, will not prevent anglers from fishing as usual anywhere in 
 the state this summer."
 
 Major changes to the order include an expanded certification process 
 for facilities that maintain baitfish or other live fish that are 
 known to be susceptible to VHS, as well as additional restrictions 
 on the use of baitfish or eggs by anglers when fishing.
 
 DNR Director Rebecca Humphries is expected to take action on the 
 order at the June 7 meeting of the Natural Resources Commission. The 
 order can be reviewed online at www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing.
 
 The DNR is committed to the conservation, protection, management, 
 use and enjoyment of the state's natural resources for current and 
 future generations.

