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June 25, 2007

Dear WAA and WAIAC,

The Division of Animal Health is proposing fee increases in a number of program areas.  Recent budget reductions ($300,000) and lapses from animal health fee revenues to the general fund ($130,000) have resulted in a projected deficit.  The projected deficit for fiscal year 2008 is $131,500.  With no increase in fees this deficit will increase to over $900,000 by fiscal year 2011.  Fee revenue supports a portion of the 36 positions responsible for all animal health programs in Wisconsin.  

Most fees have not increased since the mid-1990’s.  The proposed fee increase covers all fees currently charged and adds fees for disease certification programs.  The level of proposed fee increase is related to staff time expended in the program area so some fees are proposed to increase more than others.  I have attached the memo to the board that accompanied the fee rule hearing draft.  This memo gives more specific information on the need to increase fees as well as the proposed new fees.  I have also attached a copy of the open meeting notice on the proposed rule.

While no one likes to see fees increase the plain truth of the matter is that costs continue to increase and we continue to uncover new and re-emerging disease threats to Wisconsin’s livestock industry.  Resources must be maintained to respond to these threats.  The 2007-2009 budget contains a provision to transfer $125,000.00 from the Agricultural Chemical Management fund to Animal Health.  If this passes the budget process fees may be reduced somewhat at least for the next two years.

As always I and the rest of the animal health division welcome your comments and questions.

Sincerely,

Robert G. Ehlenfeldt, DVM

State Veterinarian, Administrator

Division of Animal Health
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