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Public Comments Processing

ATTN: Docket No. FWS-R9-FHC-2009-0093

Division of Policy and Directives Management

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 222

Arlington, Virginia 22203

Date -

Dear Madam or Sir:

Please accept the following comments from the Wisconsin Aquaculture Association (WAA) relative to a petition to list all live amphibians in trade as injurious species unless tested for the fungus Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (Bd). WAA is in disagreement to the proposed listing of native and nonnative amphibians in trade as injurious species unless tested for the presence of Bd.

The Wisconsin Aquaculture Association (WAA) is the voice of the Wisconsin aquaculture industry, 100% industry led and producer centered to promote, educate and advocate for the economic viability and environmental sustainability of fish farming in Wisconsin. Wisconsin’s private aquaculture dates back to 1856 with a sound environmental history using sustainable best management practices. Wisconsin fish farmers have been proactive when dealing with new disease pathogens and aquatic nuisance species by hosting workshops on biosecurity, VHS and AIS HACCP, and developing Best Management Practices (BMP) for the industry (Malison and Hartleb, 2005). 

The WAA recognizes the importance of efforts to protect amphibians in the United States and recognizes the harmful impacts Bd has on certain populations. However, WAA is in agreement with the National Association of Aquaculture (NAA) that it is debatable that Bd is the causative agent for amphibian declines as argued by Hayes et al. (2010). Especially since “Bd has been impacting amphibians in North America since 1961 and is so widely distributed throughout the country that it is considered endemic (Ouellet et al. 2005; Padgett-Flohr and Hopkins 2009; Vredenburg et al. 2010)”. 

The WAA concurs and is in full agreement with NAA in their letter dated November 5, 2010 to you which reviewed the literature on Bd which points out “that adding amphibians to the Injurious Species List will not slow or prevent disease spread or reduce the prevalence of the disease”. As pointed out, there are many other vectors and pathways associated with general human activity and work that could transmit Bd, such as moving of animals, water and moist soils. 

WAA has also reviewed the letter sent to you by the National Association of State Aquaculture Coordinators (NASAC) which refers to the scientific literature relative to Bd epidemiology and life history that emphasizes the wide distribution and persistence of Bd in water, sand and other moist soils. Besides the negative impact on the aquaculture industry, this proposal could mean the shutdown of public and private construction projects, whose economic effect is in the billions of dollars; floricultural nurseries, $6.5 billion; and recreational boating, $ 37 billion, (Fontaine & Dunn, 2009). Meanwhile the USFWS proposal does not take into account the natural movement of Bd through migratory birds and mammals. 

Additionally, the WAA is concerned, along with NAA, about the use of the Lacey Act as a mechanism to control the spread of animal diseases. The authority of the Lacey Act is to list animals as Injurious Species – it is a stretch or questionable whether the USFWS has the legal authority to list Bd or other pathogens under the Injurious Species provisions of the Lacey Act. Livestock diseases and pathogens are best regulated and managed with USDA-APHIS.

In closing, the proposed regulation will not achieve its intended propose of reducing the Bd distribution in the United States or protection of amphibian populations, but will severely impact commerce in the United States. 

We recommend that the USFWS proposal be rejected.
Sincerely,

Jeff Taylor

Jeff Taylor, President WAA
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