Large Water Withdrawal Registration required by June 30

If you can withdraw 100,000 gallons per day or 70 gallons per minute or more from all water sources on your property, make sure you register with the DNR by June 30, 2011.  

Under the new water use laws, withdrawers having the capacity to withdraw more than 100,000 gallons of water per day must register with the DNR.  Properties with high capacity well approvals or surface water irrigation permits are already registered.  However, surface water sources not covered by an irrigation permit, such as ponds and ditches, need to be added to an existing registration by June 30.

A withdrawal is the taking of water from surface water or groundwater.  Water may be withdrawn through a well, intake pipe, ditch or other means.  Even if the water is returned to the source, the new law still considers it a withdrawal and the registration requirement applies.
Those most likely needing to register their withdrawals are facilities that take water from ponds or rivers. Examples include aquaculture facilities, cranberry operations, and large farms that withdraw water from ponds and reservoirs.  Anyone with a question about whether they need to register, add a water source to an existing registration, or whether their water use is considered a water withdrawal should contact the DNR Water Use program.

If you have multiple wells on your property and you do not have a high capacity approval, it is important that you determine the combined capacity of all of the wells and surface water sources on your property.  If the combined capacity is greater than 100,000 gallons per day, you will need to register.  

It is especially important for withdrawers in the Great Lakes basin to register by June 30.  Large withdrawers in the Great Lakes basin are required to have a permit starting December 8, 2011.  The DNR will automatically issue permits to existing withdrawers that are registered.  If you are not registered, you will not receive an automatic permit and you will have to follow the standard permit process.  

There is no fee to register; however, there is an annual $125 fee for each registered property.  In addition, very large withdrawals in the Great Lakes Basin, above 50 million gallons per year, are subject to additional fees determined by actual withdrawal amounts.  Fees support programs to protect water supplies in Wisconsin.

For more information visit http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/wateruse.html or contact the Water Use Program at 608-266-2299 or DNRWaterUseRegistration@wi.gov.

Contact: Kristy Rogers, (608) 266–9254
