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Dear 

I would like to bring to your attention three issues that I, as a fish farmer and business owner, am very concerned with. Aquaculture is a $12 million growing industry in Wisconsin, and, worldwide, aquaculture is the fastest growing agriculture segment. However, the disease Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS) is a threat that may put fish farmers out of business and is a risk to the entire state fishery program.  It has taxed the resources of state agencies and private businesses alike. 

The Wisconsin Aquaculture Association (WAA) and the Wisconsin Aquaculture Industry Advisory Council (WAIAC) passed two resolutions (attached) on June 15, 2007, which require legislative action to address needs to combat VHS and protect the aquaculture industry.  Please consider:

1. That new resources are needed at DATCP to combat VHS and it is in the best economic interest of the State to increase staff and resources (see resolution for details). We believe that if DATCP is given the necessary resources we can work through the VHS crisis together, develop a risk management plan, strengthen the fish stocking program, and reduce the economic losses.

2. That Wisconsin’s Indemnification Program be expanded to incorporate the disease VHS, include fish raised for food, bait or stocking, and compensate Wisconsin DATCP registered private fish farms in the event of depopulation.  Indemnification programs were not set up for non food livestock, but in Wisconsin a large percentage of fish raised are for bait and stocking.

3. That the budget for the Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility (NADF), which is part of UW Stevens Point, be restored to the full amount in the Senate budget version. NADF, in its short existence, has produced vital outcomes in applied research, demonstration and in extension outreach that are making a positive impact on the over 2000 fish farms in Wisconsin. It is essential that NADF be able to continue its work, especially now with the recent revelations about our food imports, which makes locally grown products even more desirable. Wisconsin aquaculture can provide locally grown food and bait that are safe and environmentally sound; NADF plays a crucial role in Wisconsin’s aquaculture advancement. 

On behalf of the aquaculture industry, please consider supporting these resolutions and NADF.  VHS has been moving at a much faster pace than expected and has the potential to be widely devastating.  If you have questions please contact WAA president, Bill West; WAA Board Chairman, Dave Gollon; or me. Your consideration of these items will be greatly appreciated by Wisconsin’s aquaculture industry.

Sincerely,

Wisconsin Aquaculture Association
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Bayfield, WI  54814














