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Eight-year-old Sean Erickson, of Duluth, had to stand on a bucket top get a view of trout in an indoor rearing pond at the Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility Friday. He was one of the visitors attending the $4 million facility's ribbon-cutting ceremonies and open house. Visitors were also treated to a variety of fish delicacies at a reception sponsored by the Wisconsin Aquaculture Association. 
	 



	RED CLIFF — For the past decade, it has been the dream of fish farmers, fisheries professionals and others to establish an aquaculture demonstration facility in Wisconsin. Somewhere where the best practices available in this rapidly expanding industry can be shown in a hands-on fashion to those actually doing the work of providing protein-rich products to a market with an apparently insatiable appetite for fish. 

On Friday, ribbon-cutting ceremonies at Red Cliff marked the transition of that dream into a reality as University of Wisconsin officials joined area legislators, tribal officials, fish farmers and their supporters to launch the Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility. 

The event formally marked what has been a reality for nearly a year now: the emergence of a fully operating applied fisheries research and demonstration facility. As the visitors toured the operation, they saw projects in full swing, with fish being reared in a number of tanks in the main building, filtration systems humming, a distinctly "fishy" aroma in the air. The fish were the main attraction for some at the open house that took place at the facility before and after the ceremonies. 

"It's cool!" exclaimed eight-year-old Sean Erickson of Duluth who raptly watched hundreds of trout swimming in endless circles in one of the circular rearing tanks. 
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Speakers at the ribbon-cutting ceremonies emphasized the years of work and the millions of dollars that went into the creation of the facility. 

"This is a great initiative, a great endeavor," said Lance Grahn, dean of the college of arts and letters at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

He said the facility stood for partnership and collaboration on behalf of community and economic development. He said the mission for the Northern Aquaculture Demonstration Facility is to facilitate and foster the work of fish farmers. 

"It's to make a difference in the real world," he said. "We are all collaborating to make that happen." 

State Senator Bob Jauch (D-Poplar) was introduced as one of the people who had worked the hardest in the state legislature to make the facility a reality. 

Jauch told the audience that the facility would be a vital tool in an expanding industry. 

"It's been a long time coming. There are many who for the past 10 years have had the vision and recognized the importance of aquaculture, the wealth of opportunities that could be created for the entire state of Wisconsin and the nation if this facility were constructed and developed in northern Wisconsin," he said. 

Jauch praised Congressman Dave Obey (D-Wis.) and Senator Herb Kohl (D-Wis) for their support of the facility. 

He said there were excellent reasons for locating the facility in the north. 

"This region has such magnificent resources and a great tradition of excellent management programs for commercial and recreational fisheries. It is totally suitable and appropriate that this facility be located this far north," he said. "The research station at the top of the state can help position Wisconsin to be at the top of the nation though the expansion of aquaculture economic opportunities." 

Jauch noted that aquaculture was one of the fastest growing sections of the agricultural economy in the United States. 

"Aquaculture affords excellent opportunities for community economic development, creation of jobs, technology development and most importantly, seafood production," he said. 

Jauch said Wisconsin was well-suited to take advantage of these opportunities. 

"This facility will make the difference,” he said. "What an exciting opportunity it is for all of us, to know we are touching the future by combining the best of education with the endless possibilities as a result of the work we see here today." 

State Representative Gary Sherman (D-Port Wing) began his comments with a wry observation. 

"These are hard times to be a politician," he said. "Even when you do something nice, bring something important home for your district, they call it pork. But they can't call this pork; it's fish." 

Sherman commended Jauch for what he called "his ability to work the legislative process the right way" that brought the facility to Red Cliff. 

"There were numerous places where this project could have been derailed. It could have been in some other part of the state; lots of people wanted it," he said. 

Sherman said the importance of the project could not be overstated. 

"Not only to the local economy, the state's economy, but to the environment of the world and our ability to feed humanity." 

He noted that fish and other aquatic foodstuffs were the most important source of protein for most of the world. 

"The vast majority of it has long since ceased to be wild-caught. This is what feeds the world," he said. "And it grows in importance every day." 

Sherman said that because of the increasing reliance on farm-raised fish in the word's diet, it was vital for fish farmers to learn environmentally friendly methods of raising fish and other food species. 

"That is one of the main reasons why it is so important to have a facility like this, especially in northern Wisconsin where the environment is so important to us," he said. 

Red Cliff Tribal Chairwoman Patricia DePerry called it a great honor to appear at the ceremony but called on the other partners in the Aquaculture Demonstration Facility to do a better job of communicating with the tribe. 

"I haven't had anyone from the Aquaculture Center come visit me since I took office in July of 2005," she complained. 

DePerry said she believed communication would be the key to getting any job done, and the benefits of improved communication would be "astronomical." 

"The dreams can continue, the vision can be there and we can continue to grow together," she said. 

"We need to be real in matters of natural resource management and all of the expectations of this facility and what it can do for us," she said. 

Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, Facility Director Greg Fischer said the day was a "pretty exciting adventure." 

"I have been involved in this project for six or seven years now. To look back a couple of years ago and to see what was just a clear-cut in the area, and now to see that we have a fully functioning $4 million plus aquaculture facility is quite an interesting journey," he said. 

Fischer said he had received much positive reaction to the facility. 

"Everyone is excited about what this facility means, not only for aquaculture, but for people in the north. This facility is the only one of its kind in the Midwest, and it has really been a great partnership between the University System, the Agriculture Department, the tribe, private people and the state folks. It's been overwhelmingly positive." 

Fischer said the future for the facility would be "very dynamic." 

"It's going to be an ever-changing future. We already have many projects underway and ongoing; we've already been supplying information out to folks from as far away as Ontario and Vermont," he said. "I think the facility and the aquaculture industry is poised to start making some great headway." 


